Public Schools First NC
Education Position Questionnaire

EEI MY POSITION FOR NC (OR FOR MY DISTRICT if I’'m running for local office)
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X national average and | support fully funding LEANDRO.

I SUPPORT raising pay for public school teachers to at least the national

average and reinstating master’s and other relevant advanced degree pay.
Furthermore, | SUPPORT additional pay for teachers who achieve nationally
recognized certifications and pay for teachers who take on additional duties and
responsibilities (such as coaching or tutoring after school).

I SUPPORT increasing the numbers of school counselors, school

3 X psychologists, school social workers, and school nurses for all public

schools to at least the recommended national ratios per pupil.

| SUPPORT providing full public funding for pre-K for all eligible children in
North Carolina.

| SUPPORT providing full funding for K-5 enhancement teachers for art,
music, physical education, and world languages.
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EEH MY POSITION FOR NC (Or FOR MY DISTRICT if I'm running for local office)

I SUPPORT increasing per pupil funding for textbooks and other
instructional resources (digital and hard copies), supplies, etc. to at least
pre-recession levels.

| SUPPORT programs that have been demonstrated to reduce the
achievement gaps for economically disadvantaged students, including
programs to improve public school equity, integration, and inclusion.

| SUPPORT fair and equitable evaluation of teachers and schools using a
variety of metrics for student and teacher performance, not just
standardized test scores.

| SUPPORT phasing out school vouchers for private schools, and ensuring
that existing private schools receiving public voucher funds meet the same
accountability and performance standards as public schools.

| SUPPORT a moratorium on new charter schools until stronger
accountability standards and better authorization mechanisms are
implemented; including empowering local school boards with the ability
to create charters and keep them under their governance.
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Public Schools First NC

Hondo Mays, fof NC State Senate 31 Education Position Questionnalre
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Please feel free to add comments to explain or elaborate on your positions on specific items, if desired (Optional)

1|{NC's per pupil funding needs to be Increased to at least the national sverage. The cost of tangible and human resources and student needs continue to Increase but the amount allocated by the state of NC

has not kept up, NC continues 10 rank as having one of the lowest per-puph expenditures. If we are going to provide a basic quality snd equitatle educason 10 our students, we Nave to provide the funding
Public schools should have the funding 10 meet the needs of the students who are attending. The Leandro case makes it clear that every child has a constitutional right to a sound, basic education.

Raising the per-pupll funding could be the first step in following the NC Consitution and Leandro.

There is a decrease in the number of students entering the education programs. We have 1o find ways 1o recruit and retain classreom teachers. Teachers cesarve loearma

salary where they 6o not have 1o work a second job to provide for the basic needs of their family. | wholeheartecly agree with the reinstatement of master's and other relevant advanced degree pay.
When teachers and other educators take the time 10 sdvance their knowledge and skills, they desernve to be pakd for that increased knowledige. When a teacher goes beyond the scope of their classroom,
they should receive monetary compansation.

nggﬂ-“% social, and emotional Issues a5 a result of social economics, trauma, domestic Concams, and issues going on in their community, Often the school Is the first pecple who

notice changes In a child/children. Students often rust tha adults at school and may contide In the nurse, soclal worker, counsetor, or psychologist. Keeping the ratio of students to these professionals
could increase the amount of time and attention they can provide each of the students. They can assist them with addressing issues of concern promptly. These professionats could assist families with

connecting with providers ousice of the school sefting

Resaarch has shown that students who come to school with thelr foundation knowledge do bettes in school. Students who do not attend a pee-k program or receive foundational education, are behind
their peers. They start school in a deficit and have 1o work hard 10 close the leaming gap. We naed more pre-k peograms Inarder that chidren can enter school with basic knowledge.
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enhancement coursas. These classes can also be used to help the student 10 conaect with their other classes.

10 replace and update the resoerces and supplies.

There has been talk for years about closing the achieverment gaps for economically disadvantaged students. There must be time and attention given to the peograms ™iat have demonstrated eifectveness.
The programs have to be implemented with ficelty.

These must be moee than one method anc metric used 1o evaluate teachers and schools. Theve cannot be a heavy focus on any one area or day. Any evaluation must 1ake into acCount that teachers are

educating human beings and they are Impacted by what is on around them and how are The day of the testis a shot of what was onwith the student that paicular day.
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chaner schools created by them wowld only be an extension of the school system and provide fiedbilities.

Renca Mays, for NC State Senate 31
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| Hold Or Seek The officeot AT Sl  Tyishk &/ can

THANK YOU for sharing your positions on these public education issues with NC citizens!

Please add your legibly printed name and the elected office you hold or for which you are running (including county or district
number if applicable, but do not include your political party). You can save this document with your name in the file name and
emall to us or you can print and mail to us at the address below.

Public Schools First NC
PO Box 37832
Raleigh NC27627

Email: info@publicschoolsfirstnc.org
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