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NC PRIVATE SCHOOL VOUCHERS  EXPANSION
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North Carolina’s two voucher
programs (Opportunity

Scholarship and ESA+) use
taxpayer money to help
families pay for tuition at
private schools, including

religious schools.

Originally launched to support
low-income families, North

Carolina’s Opportunity
Scholarship (OS) Program

aimed to expand educational
access for those who couldn’t

afford private schooling.

In 2024–25, the OS program
expanded, removing income

limits and allowing all families
to receive a voucher.

What Are School
Vouchers? Rising Voucher Amounts

Initially, the maximum OS voucher amount was $4,200 per
student. That number has increased significantly. In
2024–25, families received up to $7,468 per student. The
amount is now tied to the state’s average per-pupil
expenditure, which means it can grow every year.

$731 million allocated to 
North Carolina’s two 

voucher  programs for the 
2025–26 school year

 Cumulative OS Voucher Appropriations Surge in Funding
The OS voucher
budget has grown
rapidly, with more
than $600 million
allocated for the
2025–26 school year
alone. If current laws
remain in place,
nearly $9 billion will
have been spent on
OS vouchers by
2034–35. This is a
massive increase
from the program’s
original $10.8 million
budget in 2014–15.



Percentage of Opportunity Scholarship
Voucher Recipients by Race 

The racial makeup of voucher recipients has flipped since the
program began. In the first year, 51% were Black and 27% were
White; by 2024–25, only 11% were Black while 73% were White.

Percent Tuition Rate Changes Before
and After Voucher Expansion 

Percentage of  Voucher $ Sent to Private
Schools by Affiliation 2024-25 

In 2024–25, religious schools made up 73% of NC’s
voucher-accepting private schools but received 86% of
funds, over $310 million. Since 2014–15, they’ve taken in
89% of all voucher spending, totaling over $906 million.

Marketing to Boost Demand

"North Carolina private schools receiving
vouchers are not required to follow state

curriculum standards, hire licensed teachers, or
participate in standardized testing, leaving

taxpayers in the dark about student outcomes."

When demand for vouchers lagged, lawmakers set aside
$500,000 per year to advertise the program. In 2023, this
marketing budget doubled to $1 million. These funds are used to
promote the program and help families apply, pushing vouchers
at the expense of public schools.

In 2024-25, North Carolina had 642 voucher-receiving
private schools. These schools enrolled 80,470 voucher
recipients at a total cost of more than $432 million.


