Schools

Public FQR STNC 2025 Year in Review

Overview

Public Schools First NC works to educate and inform North Carolinians about the critical public education
issues that affect our schools, educators, and students. We remain focused on ensuring that NC has a
unified, equitable system of high-quality public schools that provides every student with a solid
foundation for success as a positive, engaged, and successful member of society. Thanks to your
support, we have broadened our work, increasing our partnerships and productivity, which fueled more
outreach and engagement across the state.

Original Reports

In 2025, Public Schools First NC (PSFNC) published more reports than ever FRST

before, serving as a sought-after source of research and information on public
education in North Carolina.

NC SCHOOL VOUCHERS:

USING TAX DOLLARS TO
DISCRIMINATE AGAINST
STUDENTS & FAMILIES

norTH caroLina cHarter | NC School Vouchers: Using Tax Dollars to

SCHOOLS: UNDERMINING Discriminate Against Students & Families, July 2025
QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL

NC K-12 Private Schools 2024-25: A Review of

Curriculum, June 2025 ijj ﬂ\_j‘f
NC’s Taxpayer-Funded Vouchers & Private School d

Tuition Increases, May 2025

NC Charter Schools: Undermining Quality Education For All, May 2025

Original Videos
PSFNC created more than 10 original short videos to inform the public about key education issues. We
added Videoscribe to our suite and now have videos created in Canva as well as Videoscribe. All videos
can be found on our YouTube channel. Two popular videos include

e Do You Know About NC School Vouchers?

e The Importance of NC Pre-K

Webinars and Presentations

We continue our tradition of hosting webinars with prominent authors and .
education leaders, often in partnership with NC PTA. Recordings of all webinars D[]N T MISS UUR
are posted on our YouTube channel. WEBINAR

e February 6. The Cost of Disruption: How Culture Wars Cost Taxpayers with Dr.
Rebecca Jacobson and Dr. Rachel White

e February 27. Conversation with Superintendent Mo Green

e March 3. Dangerous Learning: A Conversation with Author Derek Black

e March 27. A Conversation with Dr. Elena Ashburn, Senior Education Advisor to NC Governor Josh Stein

e May 8. Let History Speak: A Film Screening and Discussion with Ann McColl

e June 10. North Carolina Charter Schools: Undermining Quality Education for All with UNC Law
Professor Barbara Fedders

o September 11. Leandro & the Courts: An Update with NC Supreme Court Senior Justice Anita Earls

e September 17. Achieving Educational Excellence: A Conversation with Superintendent Mo Green

October 22. An Education: How | Changed My Mind About Schools and Almost Everything Else with
Author Diane Ravitch

Public Schools First NC is a 501(c)3 non-profit, tax-exempt organization. Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by federal law.
Publicschoolsfirstnc.org - info@publicschoolsfrstnc.org


https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/July-14.2025-Voucher-Discrimination-Report-No-Appendix.pdf
https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/NC-Private-School-Curriculum-Report-3.pdf
https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/axpayer-Funded-Vouchers-and-Private-School-Tuition-Increases-fact-sheet.pdf
https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/North-Carolina-Charter-School-Report-May-2025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/@PublicSchoolsFirstNC/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-4IGau742U&t=16s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzoV66Vhr3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4byrrLTaU9Y&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trDfeN-qxBg&t=313s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkhbicgqgbA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=282W7SKkEe8&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWhZIrJi62E&t=2263s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vWhZIrJi62E&t=2263s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjMFeuKcdi4&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-KXKj2frrE&t=1386s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCpUPLTYoqg&t=262s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCpUPLTYoqg&t=262s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stKMK3h6GVw&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stKMK3h6GVw&t=6s
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NC Public Education Network (PEN) and Deepening Connections

Last year marked the launch of our Public Education Network to facilitate communication and networking
among public school advocates across the state. In 2025, we continued to add organizations to the
network. We also deepened our relationship with several key partners. We developed a media series in
partnership with Public Education Works to bolster information sharing across our complimentary
networks. They featured our voucher video and several of our news articles and interviewed PSFNC
staff for their newsletter. We also expanded our partnership with the NC PTA producing more joint social
media campaigns and presenting at many PTA events throughout the year.

Book Talks with Derek Black and Adrienne Wood

This year we co-hosted two book talks featuring new publications by Derek W. Black
prominent authors and public school supporters. On March 13, FlyLeaf
books in Chapel Hill hosted law professor Derek Black to discuss his recent
book, Dangerous Learning: The South’s Long War on Black Literacy. On
May 19, we hosted Adrienne Wood, author of Autism Out Loud: Life with a
Child on the Spectrum, from Diagnosis to Young Adulthood.

Signing - 5:30 pm
Talk -6 pm

Both books are featured in our donation library along with books by other :
authors we’ve featured in webinars or conferences. Any donor making a m
$50 donation or more can select a book of their choice as our gift.

Spanish Resources

¢Sabes acerca de With the assistance of a key partnership with ISLA and our highly skilled
Carolina del bilingual intern, we were able to develop multiple resources in Spanish for the
Norte? first time. In addition to our voucher video that ISLA translated, we have
‘m 2 ISLA videos in Spanish on the NC Education Lottery, NC Pre-K, the Privatization
Agenda as well as several Spanish fact sheets.

Newsletters, Fact Sheets, Social Media, Press Releases

Through weekly newsletters, fact sheets, and frequent social media posts, we continued to keep North
Carolinians up-to-date on education-related news. We have steadily increased our followers, nearing
50,000 followers across our social media accounts and more than 62,000 newsletter subscribers.

To expand our reach, last year we contracted with EIN Presswire to distribute our press releases through
their extensive network of internet publications which include AP News, Google News, North Carolina
Newswire, Yahoo, and Bing. These original press releases are also posted on our website. They have
been accessed by millions of readers within NC and across the nation, bringing our content to outlets
far beyond the typical reach of our newsletters and social media outlets.

Outreach and PSFNC in the News

Several times this year we sent targeted emails to media outlets and PEN network contacts across the
state to share news of recent report publications, data, news, and services. These efforts, along with
our ongoing outreach and communication efforts, have resulted in a record number of interviews and
news articles that include quotes and data from PSFNC. A partial list is available on our website.

Improved Website!
This fall we launched our new, upgraded website. The look and feel are similar, but this massive behind-
the-scenes effort improved all functionality, including security.

Public Schools First NC is a 501(c)3 non-profit, tax-exempt organization. Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by federal law.
Publicschoolsfirstnc.org - info@publicschoolsfrstnc.org


https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/ncpen/
https://publicedworks.org/
https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/resources/press-releases/
https://publicschoolsfirstnc.org/
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