WHAT IS LEANDRO V
THE STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA?

Leandro v. State of NC is a lawsuit filed by parents, students,
and school districts in 5 low-wealth rural counties alleging
that students were denied their constitutional right to a sound
basic education. NC's Constitution clearly states that it is the
state’s responsibility to provide a sound basic education for

all children.

Leandro v. State of NC lawsuit filed.

1994

1997 The NC Supreme Court held that every child has the

constitutional right fo a sound basic education.

Superior Court Judge Manning ruled that the State
was not constitutionally compliant. Schools must

2002 have qualitied teachers in every classroom, strong
principals in every school, and suftficient resources
to meet all students’ educational needs and provide
a sound basic education.

The NC Supreme Court upheld the 2002 Superior

2004 Court ruling that the State violated constitutional
education requirements tor a sound basic education
and ordered a statewide solution.

2017 Judge Manning retired and Judge Lee was

assigned to take over the oversight of Leandro.




2018 Judge Lee appointed WestEd (nonprofit research
* group) to develop recommendations. The 2021

Leandro Comprehensive Remedial Plan was based
on their report. It called for $5.5B over 8 years.
Legislators refused to fund it. Judge Lee ordered

2021 compliance and the legislature appealed to the NC
Supreme Court.

2022 The NC Supreme Court ruled that the legislature

must fund years two and three ot the Leandro Plan.

Statewide election creates a Republican majority on

2022 +iheNC Supreme Court- new court marjority agrees

to rehear arguments in the Leandro case.

2024 Supreme Court hears oral arguments on the appeal.

The NC Supreme Court dismissed the Leandro
case entirely. The 4-3 ruling claimed that
2026 technicalities in previous rulings made all
findings after 2017 null & void and that “this
matter is dismissed with prejudice.” As a
result, the case cannot be appealed or reheard,
leaving decades of children with no remedy.

The Leandro case serves as a reminder that NC |egislators and
the NC Supreme Court have not tultilled their basic

constitutional responsibilities and highlights the legislature’s
resistance to supporting NC's neediest students.

Time for NC Legislators
0 to Do Their Jobs and

Fund our

Public Schools!
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https://appellate.nccourts.org/opinions/?c=1&pdf=45764

